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Maryland school shooting 
Student wounds 2 peers, dies 
from injuries. — National, 4A 


Easter feast 


Celebrate tradition with ham 
and all the sides. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


H Rev. John Hall, the dean 
of London’s Westminster 
Abbey, called it “entirely 
fitting” for the ashes of cel- 
ebrated physicist Stephen 
Hawking to be interred in 
the abbey “near those of dis- 
tinguished fellow scientists” 
who include Sir Isaac New- 
ton and Charles Darwin. 


E Marsha Dolce, 26, an el- 
ementary school teacher in 
Davenport, Fla., accused of 
leaving a 4-year-old, found 
crying and wearing only 
a T-shirt and underwear, 
alone while she went to buy 
marijuana, was arrested for 
child neglect and possess- 
ing illegal drugs, sheriff’s 
deputies said. 

E Munther Quraan, 27, 
an ATM technician, and his 
brother-in-law, 27-year-old 
Jihad Nassar, were arrest- 
ed on theft charges after 
sheriff’s deputies said they 
staged a phony robbery to 
steal about $100,000 from 
an ATM in Metairie, La. 


E Andrew Brunson, an 
American pastor who has 
lived in Turkey for more 
than 20 years, faces up 
to 35 years in prison after 
being accused of trying to 
stir chaos in the country 
by working with U.S.-based 
cleric Fethullah Gulen’s 
network and the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party. 
E Daniel Jones, 31, a Brit- 
ish man found guilty in 
Cambodia of producing 
pornography by posting 
photos on social media of 
sexually suggestive dancing 
at a party with other for- 
eigners in a town near the 
Angkor Wat temple com- 
plex, received a suspended 
one-year jail sentence. 


E Shaniece Borney, 29, a 
former nursing home work- 
er from St. Louis County, 
Mo., pleaded guilty in feder- 
al court to using credit card 
numbers she stole from res- 
idents to go on a shopping 
spree to buy clothes and 
other items for herself and 
her family. 


E Vince Markle, police 
chief in Brookville, Pa., said 
authorities are on the hunt 
for a possibly rabid coyote 
that mauled a woman out 
walking at night, leaving her 
“drenched in blood,” with 
wounds that required more 
than 20 stitches and a rabies 
vaccination. 


E Charlie Dougherty, 
sheriff of Lincoln County, 
Okla., said deputies found 
pilfered property worth 
an estimated $250,000 that 
includes several Purple 
Hearts, military items, a 
coffin, TVs and guitars, in 
a raid on a rural house used 
to stash stolen goods. 


E Eric Brunner, 39, faces 
murder and elder abuse 
charges after investigators 
said he left his 74-year-old 
mother to die on the floor 
where she had fallen in 
their home near Cary, N.C., 
so he could get access to 
$30,000 she had in a bank 
account. 


WEATHER 
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Today Sunny and mild. 
High 64, winds 
northwest at 5 
to 15 mph. 
Tonight Clear 
and cool. 

Low 41. 
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Stormy Southeast 


BINOAN 
RYNN ANDERSON 


Brian Smith, a student at Jacksonville State University in Jacksonville, Ala., salvages items from the 
remnants of his apartment Tuesday after a violent storm believed to be a tornado struck the town in 
eastern Alabama. The area around the school was among the hardest hit by a line of storms that 
threatened parts of Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia with high winds and damaging hail. 


UA, foundation emails 
show messaging team-up 


ERIC BESSON 
AND AZIZA MUSA 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A University of Arkan- 
sas, Fayetteville athletics 
spokesman encouraged the 
nonprofit Razorback Foun- 
dation to sidestep a reporter’s 
questions to avoid setting a 
“precedent,” one of several 
instances found in emails of 
the nonprofit and the univer- 
sity coordinating on public 
messaging. 

The foundation has 
blocked access to its records 


by saying it is a separate le- 
gal organization not subject 
to the Arkansas Freedom of 
Information Act. Emails ob- 
tained from the university 
through the open-records law 
show the two regularly give 
and take feedback on how 
to communicate with media, 
fans, trustees and donors. 

Discussions ranged from 
minor edits on newsletters to 
strategy about what financial 
information to release, how 
and when. 

The Arkansas Demo- 


crat-Gazette has reviewed 
nearly 22,000 pages of emails 
exchanged between three 
dozen UA employees and 
the Razorback Foundation 
as part of an effort to exam- 
ine whether the nonprofit 
operates as the “functional 
equivalent” of UA. That is 
one of the legal standards 
that would determine wheth- 
er the foundation is subject 
to the state’s Freedom of In- 
formation Act, a lawyer said. 
Donors hold different 
See EMAILS, Page 3A 


U.S. graft-case appeal rejected 


8th Circuit panel cites ‘lack of jurisdiction’ in brief ruling 


RON WOOD 
AND DOUG THOMPSON 
NWA DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FAYETTEVILLE — A fed- 
eral appeals court has refused 
to consider an appeal in the 
corruption case involving 
former state Sen. Jon Woods, 
turning down the defendants’ 
request to dismiss the case 

before trial begins April 9. 
Attorneys for Woods, 
Oren Paris III and Randell G. 
Shelton based their appeal on 


TÆ the fact that 
| FBI Special 
| Agent Rob- 
ert Cessario, 
chief inves- 
tigator in the 
| case, had a 
hard drive of 
a laptop com- 
puter used 
in the inves- 
tigation erased after being 
ordered to turn it over for 
inspection in a evidence-re- 


Texas bombing probe 
expands after package 
explodes at FedEx site 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


AUSTIN, Texas — Inves- 
tigators pursuing a suspected 
serial bomber in the Texas 
capital shifted their attention 
Tuesday to a FedEx distribu- 
tion center near San Antonio 
where a package exploded 
on a conveyor belt in the 
middle of the night, injuring 
a worker. 

Although the morning 
blast did not inflict serious 
harm, it added to the wid- 
ening fear of more strikes 
like those that have already 
killed two people and badly 
wounded four others. 

Hours after the explo- 
sion in Schertz, which is just 
northeast of San Antonio and 
about 60 miles southwest of 
Austin, police dispatched a 
bomb squad to a FedEx facil- 


ity outside Austin’s main air- 
port to check on a suspicious 
package that was reported 
shortly before sunrise. 

Investigators also closed 
off an Austin-area FedEx 
store from which they be- 
lieve the bomb that exploded 
Tuesday was shipped to the 
distribution center. Author- 
ities roped off a large area 
around the shopping center 
in Sunset Valley, an indepen- 
dent municipality surround- 
ed by the city of Austin. 

Sunset Valley Police 
Chief Lenn Carter said the 
store has no drop-off point, 
so whoever “delivered [the 
package] had to have come 
inside the store.” 

U.S. Rep. Michael Mc- 
Caul, chairman of the House 
Homeland Security Commit- 
tee, said Tuesday that federal 

See BOMBS, Page 2A 


lated dispute. 

US. District Judge Timo- 
thy Brooks refused the defen- 
dants’ motion to dismiss the 
charges in a March 2 court 
order. The appeal to the 8th 
US. Circuit Court of Appeals 
followed. 

“We are disappointed that 
the 8th Circuit dismissed our 
appeal for lack of jurisdiction 
and are currently reviewing 
our options,” said Shelly Ho- 

See APPEAL, Page 3A 
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Senators urge 
stout defense 


for 2018 vote 


Response to Russian attack 
in ’16 fell short, report says 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS. 


WASHINGTON — Gov- 
ernment efforts to protect 
state and local elections from 
Russian cyberattacks in 2016 
didn’t go far enough, leaders 
of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee said Tuesday as 
the panel released recom- 
mendations to safeguard 
against foreign meddling 
in the 2018 primary season 
that’s already underway. 

Federal warnings last time 
did not provide enough in- 
formation or in some cases 
go to the right people in state 
and local governments, the 
committee’s leaders said, 
though they reiterated that 
there was no evidence votes 
were changed. 

Russian agents targeted 
election systems in 21 states 
ahead of the 2016 general 
election, the Homeland Se- 
curity Department has said, 
and top USS. intelligence of- 
ficials have said they’ve seen 


AP/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 


Senate Intelligence Committee 
Chairman Richard Burr said 
Tuesday that Russian hack- 
ers exposed “some of the key 
gaps” in the security of the na- 
tion’s election infrastructure. 


indications Russian agents 
are preparing a new round of 
election interference this year. 
The committee’s recom- 
mendations include urging 
See MEDDLING, Page 5A 


McConnell, Ryan 
assert confidence 
in Mueller’s work 


White House says president’s tweets 
vent frustration, firing not in plans 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Con- 
gressional Republicans said 
Tuesday that they support 
the work of special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller, who in 
recent days has drawn par- 
ticular scorn from President 
Donald Trump, but they in- 
dicated they won’t take steps 
to protect him. 

“Tve received assurances 
his firing is not even under 
consideration,” said House 
Speaker Paul Ryan. “The spe- 
cial counsel should be free to 
follow through his investiga- 
tion to its completion with- 
out interference. Absolutely. 
I am confident that he’ll be 
able to do that.” 

Trump blistered Muel- 


An FBI agent works Tuesday at a FedEx store in the Austin suburb 
of Sunset Valley where investigators believe the bomb that explod- 


ed Tuesday was initially shipped. 


TRUMP CALLS to congratulate 
Putin on re-election. Page 5A. 


DEFAMATION SUIT by former 
Apprentice contestant allowed 
to proceed. Page 5A. 


ler and his investigation on 
Twitter over the weekend 
and started in again Mon- 
day, questioning the probe’s 
legitimacy with language no 
recent president has used for 
a federal inquiry. 

“A total WITCH HUNT 
with massive conflicts of in- 
terest!” Trump wrote. 

Mueller is leading a 
criminal probe into wheth- 
er Trump’s 2016 presidential 
campaign had ties to Russia 
and whether there has been 

See MUELLER, Page 5A 


Trade war 
to damage 


both sides, 
China says 


SIMON DENYER 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

BEIJING — China re- 
sponded to the threat of a 
huge package of tariffs from 
the United States by vow- 
ing to further open its own 
markets 
to foreign 
trade and 
investment, 
while warn- 
ing that a 
trade war ———— 
between the two nations 

would hurt both sides. 
President Donald Trump 
is preparing to impose a 
package of $60 billion in an- 
nual tariffs against Chinese 
products, a move he says will 
punish China for intellectu- 
al property theft and create 
See CHINA, Page 2A 


INDUSTRIES 
rush to seek 
exemptions 
from tariffs. 
Page 2D. 


